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Can you believe it, the first day of 
Spring was March 20. Spring Break-
ers are in Florida. And some snow-
birds are starting to head back up 
north.

It’s  been a season with a pandemic 
and a season with a hurricane, but 
we have survived and even flour-
ished. 

On March 16 our Annual Meeting 
was held and election results were 
announced. There were three seats 
on the Miramar Condo Association 
Board of Directors up for election. 
Deon Barnard and Joe DeRosa were 
re-elected, and Bill Leatham was 
elected to take the seat formerly 
held by Tony Olender, who opted 
not to seek reelection. Board mem-
bers Tim Greene and Elaine Kaup 
continue their two-year terms.

Following the announcement of 
the election results, the Board, at 
its organizational meeting, re-elect-
ed Deon Barnard as president and 
treasurer. Bill Leatham was elected 
vice president, and Elaine Kaup was 
elected secretary.

Also at the meeting it was an-
nounced that the two ballot ques-
tions were approved.  These were:

WAIVER OF FINANCIAL REPORT-
ING REQUIREMENTS UNDER § 
718.111(13), FLORIDA STATUTES: 
Should the Association have a report 
of cash receipts and expenditures 
prepared in lieu of an audited finan-
cial statement for the current fiscal 
year. 

Motion Passed -- 52 Yes, 7 No

SURPLUS ROLLOVER: Should any 
excess of Membership Income over 
Membership Expenses for the fiscal 
year ending December 31, 2021, 
as defined in IRC Section 277, be 
applied against the subsequent tax 
year members’ assessments, as pro-
vided by IRS Revenue Ruling 70-604.  

Motion Passed -- 57 Yes, 2 No

Miramar is now poised to move 
forward into the summer months. 
Covid vaccinations are increasing 
and new cases and hospitalizations 
are declining. It is still too soon to 
let our guards down, but the Board 
is hopeful that we might be able to 
relax some of our Covid restrictions 
by late Spring or early Summer.

Miramar Business
. . .         

There are lots of places to play golf 
in close proximity to Mirimar Way, 
but the golf course that is, literally, 
in many of our own backyards is 
the Legacy Golf Club at Lakewood 
Ranch.

And now, thanks to some hard work 
on the part of our Board President, 
Deon Barnard, a new Miramar Golf 
membership at Legacy Golf Club is 
available. 

Designed by Arnold Palmer and 

opened in 1997, Legacy Golf Club is 
an upscale, 18 hole championship 
public golf course stretching out to 
just over 7000 yards. The course is 
comprised of towering pines, ma-
jestic native oaks, and wetlands...
all preserved as a stunning back-
drop where Florida’s coastal wild-
life abounds. As an award-winning 
Arnold Palmer Signature Design, 
Legacy has earned its reputation as 
one of the premier course layouts in 
the Southeastern U.S.

. . . 
And Pleasure

Continued on page 5

(A Golf Deal Too Good to Pass Up!)



Here on Miramar Way, you can see 
walkers and bikers enjoying our 
beautiful Florida weather. You can 
see residents and their guests loung-
ing and socializing at the pool. You 
can see blossoms on the ground and 
beautiful flowering trees (check out 
our landscape update on the follow-
ing page). 

And... there’s a whole lot going on 
that you can’t see. At least not yet. 
But soon you will.

The Pool/Spa Area

The pool deck is about to get a fresh 
new look. Wear and tear happens, 
along with chlorine and sun dam-
age. Consequently, the fabric on our 
chaise lounge chairs has come to the 
end of its expected life span. Plans 
are underway to re-cover all 20 of 
the lounge chairs and all 18 of the 
straight-back chairs in the fenced-in 
area around the pool and spa. The 
work will be done in rotation, so 
enough of the chairs will remain for 
residents’ use during this process. In 
addition, the umbrella covers have 
been removed and will be cleaned. 

Sheri Douglas, Miramar’s new On-
site Assistant, has taken the lead on 
these projects, with Board input and 
approval and some additional help 
Diana Leatham, who serves as an 
advisor to the Board. 

Inside the Clubhouse

The office and boardroom are also 
getting a makeover. The carpet in 
these high-traffic areas is worn and 
drab. Sheri and the Board are in the 
process of selecting new flooring 
for both rooms. Once a choice has 
been made, a new paint color will 
be selected to spruce up the office 
walls. The office is also in need of 
new furniture, and options are now 
being considered.

Once again, Sheri has taken the 
lead, with support from Diana 
Leatham. 

Landscaping

Miramar’s landscaping 
update is moving forward 
daily. Last Month sod 
replacement was com-
pleted, as we showed in 
our last edition of The 
Miramar Way. Last week 

new permanent plantings that were 
picked by the newly formed Land-
scape and Beautification Commit-
tee, were planted at the front of the 
mail kiosk. In fact Committee mem-
bers Dan Garrick, Tony Olender and 
Brian Villiars did the planting and 
initial transition watering to ensure 
a successful future. 

In addition within the next two 
weeks 1,500 new plants will be de-
livered and planted to replace dead 
and missing plantings at the Club-
house and in the fronts of condo 
buildings and on the sides, up to the 
front doors of end units. That will be 
followed by mulching in the same 
locations, to be completed in April.

A recent sign of our ongoing beau-
tification is the blooming of flowers 
on our Hong Kong Orchid trees.

The Landscape and Beautification 
Committee is now ready to begin 
planning and budgeting to complete 
our landscaping update inside the 
Wall in 2022. 

The Committee is excited about 
seeing the results of all the above 
efforts and hope you are as well. 
If you are interested in joining the 
Committee, contact Tony Olender at 
tonyolender@hotmail.com.

What You See 
—

 and What You Don’t

Continued on next page.

Our beautiful Hong 
Kong orchids in 
bloom.



The Lorraine Gate

Living in a gated community pro-
vides us with an added measure 
of security. And Miramar is taking 
steps to assure better security for 
our residents with a new system at 
our Lorraine gate. Sheri and Board 
member Elaine Kaup are working 
together on this project.

When you receive visitors they can 
enter a three-digit code on the call 
box (that’s all), which will ring your 
number. The gate telephone number 
will show up as 941–451–1896 on 
your phone or “Venice, Florida” (we 
suggest you save this number under 
your contacts as Miramar gate). 

Here’s how it works: 

Step 1: Register your name and 
mobile number with Sheri at the 
Clubhouse office or email her at 
MiramarAdmin@cscmsi.com (you 
can use your land line too, but your 
mobile is best, as you can open the 
gate for someone even if you are 
not at home).

Step 2: Provide your three-digit 
directory code to any visitor you 
expect. (Alternatively, the visitor can 
look up your name, pressing A to Z 
and scrolling until they find your last-
name. Once they hover over your 
name, they can hit the call button, or 
memorize three-digit code.) When 
the visitor presses your 
code, your 

phone will ring three seconds later.

Step 3: Speak to your visitor at the gate 
via the intercom. Hit 6 on your phone, 
and gate will automatically open. 

Please contact Sheri to learn your 
distinctive code, or go to the Lor-
raine gate and search the directory 
to find out your code. 

Outside Wall

Ground erosion accelerated by last 
year’s storms, along with the effects 
of nearby construction and tree root 
damage, have taken their toll on the 
outside wall that borders Miramar. 
And animal burrow holes are com-
pounding the problems.

Our Engineer, Rick Schappaper, has 
inspected the wall and found damage 
primarily on the Lorraine Road sec-
tion, with minor issues along Uni-
versity. Mitigating the problems will 
involve tree maintenance, adding dirt, 
landscaping and sealing and painting. 

This will likely be a multi-year pro-
ject, addressing the wall area north 
of our Lorraine Gate entry first. We 
will also be addressing some drain-
age issues for Lagoons 2 and 3 in 
line with the Engineer’s Report.

Bill Leatham is taking the lead on 
this project.

Technology

When it comes to technology, Board 
Member Joe DeRosa is the go to 

guy here at Miramar. Joe has 
been busy working on 

improvements to our Miramar tech-
nology base, and soon we will have 
a new Clubhouse network that will 
support additional and improved 
security cameras, as well as elec-
tronic, digital signage for the Club-
house and Tiki Bar.  And once the 
clubhouse backbone is in place, it 
can be used to expand the network 
into other areas in Miramar. We’ll 
keep you posted as our technology 
upgrades proceed.

Watch for more news on these 
projects… Or just keep taking a look 
around!

April 13 
A Woman of No Importance  
by Sonia Purnell
Tells of the shad-
owy world of 
wartime espi-
onage and the 
career of one of 
the Allies’ most 
effective spies, 
Virginia Hall.

Book Club
Don’t miss the next Miramar Book 
Club meeting (over Zoom): 

Continued from previous page.

What You See 
—

 and What You Don’t

New plantings at the mail kiosk, cour-
tesy of Miramar’s Landscaping and 
Beautification Committee.

Our technology may not be this old... But it was definitely in need of an update.



If you have lived on Miramar Way 
for any length of time you probably 
know Tony Olender. Not only is he 
an extremely friendly and outgoing 
guy, he can also be seen on his daily 
walks around our property. And you 
certainly must be aware of the many 
improvements in our Miramar land-
scaping that have been made under 
Tony’s stewardship.

Want to know more about Tony?  
We did, so we interviewed Tony for 
this month’s Meet Your Neighbor 
feature. 

The Miramar Way: Tony, you are a 
legacy owner here at Miramar.  When 
did Miramar first open and when did 
you purchase your property?

Tony: I’m not actually sure when 
Miramar first opened but it must 
have been around 2003-2004 and 
we purchased in a very HOT real 
estate market in 2006 and used our 
condo as a vacation home for two 
years before moving here from And-
over, MA in 2008.

TMW: How did you choose Miramar?

Tony: Originally, we decided that 
the West Coast of Florida was for 
us, but we just didn’t know where. 
On one vacation we started explor-
ing. We started in Marco Island and 
went North with our last stop in 
Lakewood Ranch. The promise of a 
planned community, the association 
with the Country Club, the location 
of Miramar, and the size of the unit 
were just what we were looking to 
enjoy. The proximity to the beach, a 
large city with pro sports, and good 
airports added to the package. The 
final hook was that Miramar was 
actually within an hour of where 
my son had moved. The promise of 
being close to future grandkids was 
too much to pass up.

TMW: You did not run for re-elec-
tion to the Miramar Board this 
March, but you have served Mira-
mar in many capacities over the 
years.  Could you elaborate?

Tony: I’m not sure I can accurately 
remember each and every position I 
held, but I have always been involved 
in trying to make Miramar a better 
place. Whether I am a Board mem-
ber or not, I will still be involved with 
Landscaping and Beautification. 

Let me give the chronology a shot. 
After we moved here in 2008, there 
were 7 Boards - one for each Sub-
Association - and a Master Board. 
I became Links I Sub Association 
President and years later, after 
Miramar builder Whitehall went 
bankrupt and was repurchased by 
Hoffmann Development Group, I 
joined the Master Board as a Direc-
tor for 3 years with the New Owners 
Management representative, Char-
lie Brasington, who was President. I 
continued on the Master Board until 
2005 as a Director. In 2020, when 
Deon asked me to rejoin the Board 
to complete Judee’s term, I decided 
to accept. I plan to continue to help 
out but am letting others take a turn 
on the Board.

TMW: What are the biggest chang-
es you have witnessed at Miramar 
over the years?

Tony: I would say that Miramar has 
matured. I’ve witnessed the Neal 
Buildings rise after a long period 
of emptiness. With all the building 
completed Miramar took on a more 
settled atmosphere, as more perma-
nent residents had decided to move 
here. The look of the property has 
changed as well, with the removal 

of the Oak Trees and the arrival of 
the new palms and a more unified 
landscape palette.

TMW: Lakewood Ranch has grown 
by leaps and bounds since Miramar 
was originally opened. But at one 
time, when the Florida housing 
market plummeted in 2008, even 
Miramar was not spared as our 
original developer filed for bank-
ruptcy.  Are you surprised by the in-
credible growth in Lakewood Ranch 
as well as the Manasota area since 
that collapse?

Tony: A little, but not really, as the 
location (as in all real estate) is KING 
and Lakewood Ranch has it. I guess 
Patti and I made that choice in 2006 
based on that and it proved correct 
in spite of a bumpy ride. Lakewood 
Ranch is finally becoming the Com-
munity that was advertised back in 
2004.

TMW: Landscaping and beautifi-
cation has always been a priority 
of yours here at Miramar. You now 
head the Landscaping and Beautifi-
cation Committee. Have you always 
been interested in landscaping and 
gardening?

Tony: Well I guess I can attribute that 
to my frugal family. In an effort to 
landscape our home in Agawam, MA, 
my dad used to go out for rides and 
dig live hemlock trees out of the for-
est to create a hedge in our back yard 
(the trips seemed endless). In addi-
tion, we always used to bring flower-
ing plants home from my Great Aunt’s 
house and transplant them at ours. In 
the end, I took great pleasure in doing 
that because it ended up making our 
home look nice. I have done my own 
landscaping and gardening in all our 
homes ever since because I enjoy the 
end result and the satisfaction of mak-
ing things grow.

TMW: Where did you live before 
moving to Miramar?

Tony: I grew up in Springfield, MA, 
until I was 12, then moved to Aga-
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wam, MA, where Patti and I met 
Senior Year in High School. Then 
after going to college, both Patti and 
I moved to Northwest New Jersey 
in 1971, where we got married and 
both sons were born. After enjoying 
Randolph, NJ, and the proximity of 
NYC for 20 years, we moved to An-
dover, MA. Both Randolph, NJ, and 
Andover, MA, formed the basis for 
why we like Lakewood Ranch. They 
were well run and beautiful commu-
nities, had close proximity to Metro-
politan areas (NYC and Boston) and 
were great family locations.

TMW: When did you retire and 
what kind of work did you do be-
fore retiring?

Tony: Patti and I both retired in 
2008. Patti retired from her teaching 
responsibilities, and I retired from 
Thermo Fisher Scientific after seven 
years working in Manufacturing and 
Supply Chain Operations and, prior 
to that, a 30-year Career with AT&T/
Western Electric/Lucent Technol-
ogies, with varied responsibilities 

from Engineering, to Sales & Mar-
keting, to Technology Transfer from 
Bell Labs, to Operations, and finally 
Process Re-engineering. What I was 
most proud of was being part of the 
development process that yielded 
technology to support “Fiber Op-
tics to the Home” and being on the 
Leadership Team at AT&T’s Merri-
mack Valley Manufacturing facility 
— and winning the National Mal-
colm Baldridge Quality Award.

TMW: Many of us know your lovely 
wife Patti. How long have you been 
together and how many kids and 
grandkids do you have?

Tony: Ah yes, my better half, where 
do I begin ??? This is an entirely 
separate discussion, to provide due 
credit. But most importantly for this 
meet and greet, you can usually see 
her walking in the neighborhood, 
picking weeds (we both do that), on 
a Book Club Zoom, or now at Water 
Aerobics. Over the 15 years we have 
associated with Miramar, Patti or-
ganized the first Pot luck dinner and 
Miramar MahJongg, and been the 

Welcoming Committee. But most 
notably, she puts up with my OCD. I 
actually don’t know how she does it.  

We will be married 49 years this 
summer but we have been BEST 
friends for 55 years, since senior 
year in high school. We have two 
sons, Bryan and Jeff, and their 
wives Amy and Katie, who are the 
daughters we never had. We are 
also blessed to have three young 
granddaughters that live with their 
parents in the Tampa area.  

TMW: Is there anything else that 
you would like to share with us 
about Mr. Tony Olender?

Tony: Well let me add that I am an 
avid Boston sports fan but now also 
have three Tampa Bay teams to root 
for, and Tom Brady and The Gronk 
as well. I’m looking forward to being 
able to actually use my season 
tickets to the BUCs and watch Tom 
Brady play in person and win anoth-
er Super Bowl ( except if it’s against 
the Patriots ).

A Golf Deal Too Good to Pass Up!

The Miramar Golf membership is for 
a minimum of five months. Full time 
Miramar residents must join before 
April 15, 2021 to qualify for the 
rates. Snowbirds can join in Octo-
ber/November to qualify. 

The cost is $70 per month, and a 
second family member pays just $35.

Golf rates, which include carts and 
golf range practice, are $60 per 
round in January, February, March, 
April and December; $45 per round 
in October and November; and only 
$26 per round in May, June, July, 
August, and September.

As you become an automatic Kings 
Club member when you join, you 
can also take advantage of food 

and beverage discounts, including 
discounts on fabulous Barbo’s Pizza 
and other items that are available 
for both take out and dining in.

Please email Deon Barnard at the-
SafariGuy@gmail.com for your ap-
plication form. It needs to be com-
pleted and signed by the Miramar 
Association or Administrative Office, 
then submitted at Legacy Golf Club 
to activate. (Printed copies of the 
Application form will be available 
at The Clubhouse Office too).

Don’t forget the deadline for full-
time Miramar residents to take 
advantage of this great deal is fast 
approaching. 

Get in on it beFORE the opportunity 
is gone!

Continued from page 1
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