
Here on Miramar Way there is always 
something going on...  

It may be the landscapers cutting the 
grass, trimming the trees, or putting 
in new plants. Or a crew cleaning or 
sealing the pavers in our driveways. 
Sometimes it’s painters sprucing up 
our buildings. Or roofers repairing our 
roofs. Or the pool guy ensuring that 
our pool is clean and comfortable.

Rarely is there a day when nothing is 
happening.

So who is it that makes certain that all 
of these things occur when they are 
supposed to? It is our five-member 
Condominium Owners Association 
Board, consisting of homeowners 
just like you and me who have volun-
teered to work without compensation 
for the benefit of all who live here on 
Miramar Way.

The current Board consists of President 
Lou Roller, Vice President/Treasurer 
Judee Taylor, Secretary Deon Barnard, 
and members Susan Teel and Joe  
DeRosa, who was recently appointed 
to the Board to replace Doug Sparks, 
who has relocated outside of Miramar.

Assisting the Board are three part-time 
paid staffers, Amanda Thornhill, our 

Administrative Assistant, who can be 
found in the office at the Clubhouse 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
9am to 2pm; Steve Baker, our jack-
of-all-trades handy man; and Wayne 
Washington, who comes on Saturdays 
to pick up trash on our property inside 
and outside our wall.

In addition to his repair and mainte-
nance duties directed by the Board, 
Steve Baker is available to help with 
one task that many of us find diffi-
cult to do ourselves, changing smoke 
detector batteries on our high ceilings. 
Steve will do this for $5 per smoke 
alarm, which includes the battery. He 
also reminds us that smoke alarms last 
only ten years from date of manufac-
ture — not from date of installation. 
So the beeping you hear may not be 
silenced by a new battery, but may be 
your device telling you it’s time for a 
replacement. If so, this may take up to 
two hours of labor @ $35.00/hour. If 
all of your smoke alarms were installed 
at the same time, it makes sense to 
replace them all at the same time. 

Steve is also available to do other 
handyman services for Miramar 
homeowners. For assistance with 
smoke alarms or other work inside 
your unit, contract with Steve directly 

by calling him at (813) 477-9585.Other 
volunteers who help us on a regular 
basis:

 � Bill Leatham represents Miramar at 
the Country Club and Edgewater Com-
munity Development District.

 � Events are planned by the Social 
committee chaired by Susan Teel 
with members Joyce Borda, Joan 
Muschamp and Ellen Roteman.

 � Diana Leatham ccordinates the 
weekly Bridge Club. 

 � Ellen Roteman coordinates the 
weekly Mah Jongg Club.

 � Sandie Talbot coordinates the 
monthly Book Club.

 � Ellen and Michael Roteman edit and 
write The Miramar Way.

If you’d like to find a volunteer project 
that suits you, please contact Amanda in 
the Miramar Office.

Behind the Scenes



The Board would like to remind everyone 
of our rules concerning leasing or renting 
your unit. These rules appear in Article 
11 of our Declaration of Condominium 
(aka, our Docs), if you use an internet 
rental service such as airbnb.com you 
must also comply with these regulations 
and the rental cannot be for less than 30 
consecutive days.

Article 11 of our Docs states, “In order 
to maintain a community of congenial 
residents and thus protect the value of 
the Condominium Units, no Unit may be 
transferred, sold, or leased except in com-
pliance with the provisions below...”

Highlights include the following: 

 � No Unit Owner may lease, or dis-
pose of a unit or any interest therein 
by sale or other transfer, including 
but not limited to by gift, devise or 
inheritance, without prior approval 
of the Association, except when a 
Unit Owner transfers or leases a 
unit to his or her spouse, another 
member of the Association or to a 
trustee if the Unit Owner, his or her 
spouse, or lineal descendants are 
the sole beneficiaries of the trust.  

 � All leases will be subject to prior 
approval of the Association. Within 
reasonable time, not less than 15 
days prior to the commencement 
of the proposed lease term, a Unit 
Owner or agent must apply to the 
Association for approval. The Unit 
Owner or the intended lessee must 
furnish reasonable information the 
Association may require, including a 
copy of the proposed lease, and the 
prospective lessee must make him-
self or herself available for a personal 
interview, if desired by the Board.

 � Unit Owners must furnish lessees 
with a copy of all condominium doc-
uments, and lessees must agree to 
comply with those documents.

 � The Association may act on behalf of 
the Unit Owner to enforce the lease, 

evict the lessee, or otherwise.  

 � The Unit Owner retains liability and 
responsibility and is obligated to 
bring his or her tenant’s conduct 
into compliance with the Condomin-
ium Documents. If the Unit Owner 
fails, the Association will have the 
authority to undertake whatever 
action is necessary and will have a 
right to recover any costs or fees, 
including attorney’s fees, from the 
Unit Owner. 

 � The minimum lease term is 30 
consecutive days, and no unit may 
be leased more than four times in a 
calendar year.

 � The total number of permanent 
occupants of a leased Unit is limited 
to two persons per bedroom. Any 
person staying overnight more than 
14 days will be considered a perma-
nent occupant.  

 � No pets are permitted. 

 � Guests of lessees must register with 
the Association. They may stay no 
longer than 14 days, and guests of 
lessees may not use the unit except 
when the lessee is also in residence.

 � If the Association disapproves a 
proposed lease or renewal, the Unit 
Owner will receive a statement indi-
cating the reason(s).  

 � Any lease made in violation of the 
Declaration will be voidable and 
the Association may institute suit to 
evict the tenant.  

The Association is not bound to pro-
vide an alternate tenant or assume 
any responsibility for the denial of 
a lease application if denial is based 
upon any of the following factors:

The person seeking approval:

 � Has a record of financial irrespon-
sibility, including bankruptcies, 
foreclosures or bad debts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Fails to provide the information, fees 
or appearance required to process 
the application in a timely manner. 

Any proposed occupant: 

 � Has been convicted of a crime 
involving violence to persons or 
property, or of a felony demonstrat-
ing dishonesty or moral turpitude.

 � Intends to conduct himself in a man-
ner inconsistent with the condomin-
ium documents.

 � Has a history of disruptive behavior 
or disregard for the rights and prop-
erty of others as evidenced by his or 
her conduct in other housing facili-
ties or associations, or by conduct in 
this Condominium as a tenant, Unit 
Owner or occupant of a unit.

The Unit Owner:

 � Is delinquent in any assessment pay-
ment, fine, or other charge due to the 
Association, unless the Unit Owner 
and Tenant agree in writing to an As-
signment of rent to the Association.

 � Further, if a delinquency occurs dur-
ing the term of the lease or any ex-
tension or renewal, the Association 
assumes all rights of the Unit Owner 
to collect the rent for the Unit. 

To review all relevant information, please 
see Article 11 by visiting the Miramar 
website (www.miramarlakewoodranch.
com), going to the menu on the left side, 
clicking on “Documents,” then “DOCs 
Restated/Merged,” then “Miramar Dec-
laration 2017.”

Leasing or Renting Your Unit

FOR LEASE



MIRAMAR WAY: Well, Manny, you 
certainly are a big fish aren’t you?

Manny T.: Actually, I am not a fish at 
all. Like dolphins and whales, I am 
actually a mammal. I am ten feet in 
length, but some manatees are as 
small as 8 feet, while others can grow 
to as large as  13 feet. And though I 
weigh in at 900 pounds, we can weigh 
from 440 to 1,300 lbs. 

MW: You live in the ocean or in rivers. 
You must be a very good swimmer.

Manny T.:  Yes I am. We manatees 
have large, strong tails that power our 
swimming. We usually swim at about 
5 mph, but we are capable of swim-
ming up to 15 mph in short bursts.

We often swim alone or in pairs and 
we are not territorial, so we have no 
need for a leader or followers. When 
we are seen in a group, it is either a 
mating herd or we may be sharing a 
warm area that has a large food supply. 

And boy do we love to eat! We eat 
sea grasses, fresh water vegetation, or 
algae, and we eat a lot of it! A hungry 

manatee can eat a tenth of its own 
weight, or up to 130 pounds, a day. 
Thank goodness the food we eat is 
not expensive. How would you like to 
have to pay to feed my family?

MW: You seem to stay under water for 
extended periods without surfacing to 
breathe. How do you do that?

Manny T.: As we swim, we poke our 
noses up above the water’s surface to 
catch a few breaths every few min-
utes. If we are simply resting, we can 
stay under the water for 15 minutes 
without taking a breath.

MW: Are you in danger of becoming 
extinct?

Manny T.: Although we were listed as 
endangered in 1967, we have had a 
lot of babies and you guys have done 
a better job of avoiding us with your 
fishing nets and speedboats, so our 
status was upgraded to threatened 
in 2017. There are now nearly 7,000 
Florida manatees, but we’d ask you to 
please be careful and be on the look-
out for us when you are out boating.

MIRAMAR WAY: Is there a good place 
to go see manatees near Miramar?

Manny T.: When the Gulf waters are 
below 68 degrees, many of us flock 
to the viewing center located next to 
TECO’s Big Bend Power Station. There, 
you can see scores of us gathered in 
the warm waters alongside the station.

Close to 300,000 visitors a year come 
to see us. I understand that the Power 
Station also has butterfly gardens and 
a tidal walk with native and coastal 
plants. There is also a nature trail with 
a 50-foot observation tower, and on a 
clear day, people can see all the way 
across Tampa Bay.

MW: Thanks for chatting with us, 
Manny.  

Manny T. If your readers are inter-
ested in seeing me and my manatee 
friends at the TECO Manatee Viewing 
Center, it is located about 35 miles 
away at 6990 Dickman Rd. in Apollo 
Beach, and it is open daily from 10am 
to 5pm, through April 15. It’s a great 
way to spend a few hours.

Meet Your Neighbor
Here on Miramar Way we are residents of Manatee County. But how many of 
you are familiar with just what a manatee is — and where you can go to see 
these amazing animals in their natural habitat for free? The manatee, also 
known as a sea cow, is a large animal with an egg-shaped head, flippers and a 
flat tail. To get to know these amazing creatures a little better, we had a chat 
with one Manny T., when he was pausing for lunch in the Gulf of Mexico.

Good Food... Bring a homemade dish — or purchase something 
special to bring. Help us coordinate a diverse menu: RSVP with 

what you’re bringing to 941-893-5872 or 707-2871442 or  
email miramaradmin@cscmsi.com

... and Fun! Bring a wrapped gift for a Secret Santa/White  
Elephant Exchange. Spend no more than $10 on an item  

that will make the recipient laugh — or groan (it’s  
about the fun — not the value of the gift). 

Celebrate! Annual Miramar Holiday Party 
Saturday, 

December 14 
6pm

in the Miramar  
Clubhouse



Out and About at Miramar

Sandy Talbot and Tom Tutko

The popular Market at Lakewood 
Ranch has moved — locations and 
day. The event is now held every Sun-
day, 10am-2pm, November through 
April, at Lakewood Ranch Medical 
Center, 8330 Lakewood Ranch Blvd., 
across from Main Street. The Market 
offers organic produce, meat, poultry, 
seafood, eggs, breads, pasta, juices, 
and prepared foods from over 40 
vendors, along with cooking demon-
strations, morning yoga and more.

Holidays Around the Ranch, De-
cember 13,  6-9pm, on Main Street, 
offers many sights and sounds of the 
season, including Santa’s grand entry 
in a horse-drawn carriage, carolers, 
lighting of the spectacular tree, an 
outdoor snow slide for children and 
performances by local dance and 
music studios. 

Lunching at Carrabas (from left): Joan Muschamp, Joyce Borda, Barbara Copeland, 
Diana Leatham, Joanne Wasser, Patti Olendar and Susan Teel. The Miramar Ladies 
Lunch takes patrons to a different restaurant each time for casual dining. The monthly 
event is on hiatus during busy December, but returns in January. Watch your email for 
details.

Susan Teel, Marti Garrick, Tom Teel and Adele 
Tutko

Rob and Kim Williamson

Mike Roteman, Bill Leatham and Bill Nelson

Randy Talbot and Emily Marsal Dan Garrick and Tony Olender
Buddy Morico, Pat Perkalis, Marti Garrick and 
Diane Nelson

The first official Wine Down Wednesday brought out a large group of Miramar 
residents (and their wine glasses). The group opted to order pizza and stay for 
entertainment by our own guitarist/singer Randy Talbot. Wine Down Wednes-
day is held at 5pm each week at the tiki bar behind the Clubhouse.

Out and About in Lakewood Ranch


